
The Groundwater Pollution Prevention (GPP) Plan is a critical strategy dedicated 
to safeguarding groundwater against pollution. While it shares similarities with 
the EPA’s SPCC (Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure) plan, the GPP 
Plan is a state-mandated requirement, frequently necessary to supplement other 
permit application registrations. Essential for entities requiring a stormwater 
permit, this plan underscores not only compliance with legal mandates but also 
a dedication to environmental preservation and the responsible stewardship of 
water resources.

Groundwater  
Pollution Prevention  
(GPP) Plan

CORE ELEMENTS:

1. �Source Identification: Pinpoint 
potential pollution sources, from 
industrial activities to improper 
waste disposal.

2. �Risk Assessment: Assess 
contamination risks, considering 
proximity to groundwater, 
pollutant types, and site-
specific conditions.

3. �Preventive Measures: Deploy 
pollution prevention strategies, 
including BMPs, engineering 
controls, and monitoring 
programs.

4. �Emergency Response Plan: 
Establish protocols for swift 
action in case of contamination 
incidents, detailing 
containment, cleanup, and 
notification procedures.

5. �Training and Education: 
Educate staff on proper 
practices to protect 
groundwater, focusing on 
handling, spill response, and 
disposal.

6. �Monitoring and Reporting: 
Implement monitoring to 
track groundwater quality 
and comply with reporting 
requirements to regulatory 
agencies.
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•	� Compliance and Updates: The GPP Plan mandates strict adherence to 
federal, state, and local regulations, requiring organizations to stay informed 
of changes in legislation and update their practices accordingly. Regular 
review and revision of the GPP are crucial to adapt to new challenges, 
technologies, or contaminants.

•	� Benefits of Implementation: Adopting a GPP Plan offers numerous benefits, 
including the protection of valuable groundwater resources, reduction of 
legal and financial liabilities associated with contamination incidents, and 
enhancement of an organization’s reputation for environmental responsibility.

•	� Conclusion: The GPP Plan is a comprehensive approach to ensure the 
protection and sustainable use of groundwater. By identifying potential 
sources of pollution, assessing risks, and implementing preventive measures, 
organizations can safeguard this essential resource for future generations.


